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Citizens of Ohio continue to have an interest in providing a local viewpoint to guide the
federal and state governments as critical decisions are made and activities conducted in the
remediation of Fernald.  The U.S. Department of Energy, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency,
and the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency are committed to the concept that the Fernald
Citizens Advisory Board will continue to serve the public interest and provide useful information
and ideas, and that the Advisory Board's contributions are critical to the successful remediation
of the Fernald site.  There is a mutual understanding that stakeholders desire and deserve a role in
the process that will influence the future for generations to come.

SCOPE

The focus of the Advisory Board is the future of the Fernald site.  The Advisory Board
will continue to provide advice and recommendations concerning the future of Fernald and
ongoing activities.  Informal Advisory Board comments will be made directly to the DOE
Director of the Fernald Area Office.  Formal Advisory Board recommendations will be made to
the DOE Assistant Secretary for Environmental Restoration and Waste Management (hereafter
"Assistant Secretary"), the U.S. EPA Region 5 Administrator and the Director of Ohio EPA.

MEMBERSHIP

The Advisory Board is to be composed of no more than 15 Ohio residents, who are
interested in the future of this site and who bring knowledge, views, technical expertise, and other
skills to bear on a complicated technical and social problem: Fernald cleanup.   Charter members
were appointed by the Assistant Secretary, with the concurrence of U.S. EPA Region 5
Administrator and the Director of Ohio EPA.  Appointment of half of the original members of
the Advisory Board shall be for 3-year terms and half for 2-year terms.  Subsequent
appointments will be for 2-year terms.  Reappointment of existing members to the Advisory
Board will be by mutual agreement between the member and U.S. DOE, U.S. EPA, and Ohio
EPA.

In the future, new members shall be appointed by the Manager of the Ohio Field Office
with the concurrence of U.S. EPA Region 5 Administrator and the Director of Ohio EPA, from a
list of interested citizens that has been prepared by a committee of the Advisory Board.  Ex-
officio members (non-voting) shall consist of one responsible person from each of the interested
governmental agencies, U.S. DOE, U.S. EPA, Ohio EPA, and ATSDR.
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RESPONSIBILITIES OF CHAIR

The Manager of the Ohio Field Office with the concurrence of U.S. EPA Region 5
Administrator and the Director of Ohio EPA shall appoint one voting member of the Advisory
Board to be its Chair.  The Chair represents the Advisory Board in all official communications;
presides at meetings; sets the times, places, and agenda for meeting; appoints committees; and
retains consultants and is otherwise responsible for the administration of the Advisory Board.

ADVISORY BOARD PLANNING

The Advisory Board shall evaluate its work annually at its December meeting and decide
whether to continue.  The decision to discontinue must be agreed to by at least 2/3rds of the full
voting membership of the Advisory Board.  Decisions to continue must be accompanied by a
work plan identifying the expected issues and work products for the upcoming year.

FUNDING AND SUPPORT

DOE shall provide adequate funding for administrative support (including staff), travel
and other expenses of the members, and technical assistance (including research, honorarium and
travel of experts) that the Advisory Board deems is necessary.

WORK PRODUCTS

The Advisory Board shall be guided by the deadlines under the Amended Consent
Agreement so that their advice is timely.  Recommendations and comments from the Advisory
Board to the agencies shall be in written form  as deemed appropriate and shall cover issues
including, but not limited to:  1) the design, planning, budgeting, and implementation of remedial
actions, 2) the scheduling of remediation and site restoration activities, including compliance with
established milestones, and 3) coordination with the broader community on key remediation
issues.

 Advisory Board input will depend on a set of conditions including but not limited to: 1)
State of Ohio regulations and disposal criteria; 2) other state regulations regarding acceptance of
waste; 3) available data on health effects and risks from the specific contaminants at the site; and
4) monies appropriated for cleanup.

DECISION MAKING

The Advisory Board shall work toward consensus  regarding recommendations and
comments on various issues; however, on certain issues  minority opinions may also be
presented.  In these rare instances it is necessary to articulate in writing both the areas of
agreement and disagreement and the reasons why there continues to be differences.  Remedies
recommended should be consistent with CERCLA.  Formal recommendations must be voted on
at a full meeting of the Advisory Board before formal submission.  A quorum is 3/5ths of the
voting members, and shall be required for decision-making.
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AGENCY COLLABORATION

The agencies participating as ex-officio members of the Advisory Board shall assist the
Advisory Board by providing technical expertise and assuring that all information necessary for
Advisory Board deliberations is made available in a timely manner.

MEETINGS

The Advisory Board shall have regular public meetings which will be announced in
advance with an agenda.  Such meetings shall be open to the public and opportunities for public
comment shall be designated.  Regular attendance by members to these full meetings of the
Advisory Board is a requirement of membership.  The Advisory Board shall also conduct regular
committee meetings, with committee membership open to the public.  The Advisory Board may
vote to meet in executive session and formally vote during these sessions.  Minutes of these
meetings shall be available.


